Emigrants Festival (Mahrajan Al Moughtaribin) 2003

“IT WAS ABSOLUTELY GREAT !” expressed all those who attended Kfarhata’s Club Mahrajan Al Moughtaribin 2003 . 
Initiated in 2001 as a way to bring all the Kfarhata Emigrants from all the sides of the world to come and meet in their lovely village and have great fun , Mahrajan Al Moughtaribin organized by Kfarhata Youths Club has drastically changed the summers in Kfarhata . The festival has become synonymous to the words Fun , Reunion , Sport , Enjoyment , Recreation , Art , Songs , Zajal and Amity . 

The opening ceremony took place on Friday the first of August . The large audience that included Dr. Elias Saba , Dr. Selim Saadé , Dr. Abdel Rahman Joudai’a consul of Saudi Arabia in Newyork , and many other prominent figures , ascertained the role of the Club and the importance of the Festival . Mr. Elias Sakr , president of Kfarhata Youths Club , addressed the spectators , listing the club’s achievements and thanking the different generous donations that were indispensable to the club’s success . Mr. Selim Esber , president of Kfarhata Municipality Board , and Mr. Nicolas Choueiri , representing the Emigrants , thanked the club executives for their important accomplishments in developing the club’s premises and for their successful performance in organizing an event that motivates the emigrants to come and meet every year in this beloved village . Renowned Artist Soubhi Toufiq , one of the most famous in Lebanon , then presented a successful concert and , for two and a half hours , continuously enchanted the audience with many of his well-known songs . Everyone was impressed by the magnificent atmosphere and by the distinctive performance of Soubhi . In summary , it was a marvelous night in Kfarhata Club full of songs , danse , dabkeh and most importantly , full of feelings of  unity , attachment and delight .    
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On Friday the 8th of August , the most famous Zajal group in Lebanon , Jawkal Al Kalaa , headed by the famed Moussa Zgheib , was back in town for the third year in a row . A huge audience of around 600 persons enjoyed the performance and the resonance of the beautiful words of Lebanese poetry filled the place and went through the ears directly to the hearts . Joy and satisfaction  were obvious on the faces of all spectators , especially those motivated by Lebanese A’arak .

On Saturday the 9th of August , the famous comic group Fadi W Martou , renowned for their successful show on television , presented their children play called “Kilna As’hab” carrying an entertaining environmental message . An immense crowd of children enjoyed the show and loudly expressed their excitement by unmistakable cheers . That would definitely help them in keeping a good memory of the village and the club for years to come . The play was followed by a closing “Village Dinner” that included a concert by the singer Tony Saad with his striking O’ud and a seductive performance by a remarkable belly dancer . 

The Festival included also different competitions in Likha , Tarnib, Mahbousseh , and Frangieh . Every evening between the 2nd and the 7th of August , the games were taking place in the club among the senior and junior participants , and the zeal was clearly expressed through usual Kfarhatian shouting and yelling .  Champions included Ibrahim Ayoub + Mitri Isber for Tarnib , and Sawaya Sawaya + Bassam Sawaya for Likha . The backgammon games are not yet completed because they are waiting for international referees coming from Geneva .

The new happening this year was the Tennis Competition for singles and doubles , after the setting up of the marvelous new Tennis Court . Bassem Isber got benefit from his long experience to win the Singles cup . The Doubles cup final will gather Bassem Isber with his son Hadi from one side and Bassam Sawaya with Ramzi Fidawi from the other side . The winner team will be the preferred team expected by experts to win Wimbeldon next year .

Enthusiastic volley-ball games were held , including one between the Gulf Team and the Americas Team , one between the Senior Residents Team and the Emigrants Team , and one between Senior Kfarhata Team and Senior Btaaboura Team . The fervent atmosphere was really unmatched . Volley-ball stars that have been absent from the courts for more than fifteen years were back in their shorts , jumping , shouting , biting the net , just to win a point . It is really impossible to describe the scene . You must be all present here next year to see the show alive .  

It was really a fantastic festival that united all people , residents and emigrants , seniors and juniors , men and women , in a vivid atmosphere of fun and unity . Kfarhata Club once more materialized his message in indisputable deeds .   

